
Presented by: David Walker 
Head of Leisure Safety

djwalker@rospa.com

Leisure – As  safe as necessary, not as safe as possible



RoSPA & The safety debate

RoSPA’s mission is to save lives and reduce injuries

Image: HTI issues paper 7 – Cotton Wool Kids

HSE Myth of the month, Sept 2007



Countryside Risks (VSCG)
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Inland water related risk (NWSF) 
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Active environments
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...which are not risk averse
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Key points

n Does ‘safety say no’...Really? Or is it a proxy argument?

n Act collectively – It’s much hard for special interests to be overly 

risk averse .

n Monitor incidents – Try to ‘talk’ in terms of risk, not absolutes.

n Establish agreed principles – Get buy in, use them to drive 

practise.

n Be honest – Acknowledge the inherent risks.
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Questions
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